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Lacey coach has

lofty goals lor
Paralympic

compefifion

The answer is, nb, just getting there
is not enough.

Those who Compete will say that
representing the United States at the
Paralympic Games in Athens,
Greece, is an honor, of course.

Yes, they've faced some
extraordinary challenges and
surmounted obstacles more
substantial than steeplechase
barriers. And if they can stand as
examples of how far will and grit can
take an athlete - any athlete - well,
that's fine, too.

'But the team, led by coach Bryan
Hoddle of l-acey, is driven by a
motive no different than that which
fueled the U.S. Olympic team that
preceded it: To win events.

'il'm a really patriotic guy and
the chance to represent the United
States is an incredible honor,"
Hoddle said. "But the medal count
is really important to us: we've
talked about it as a team. We're
going over there trying to make the
fans hum our national anthem
every day as they leave the
stadium."

The 45-year-old Hoddle teaches
at Chinook Middle School and
coaches track at River Ridge High.
He had been a Paralympic program
director for several years before
becoming the coach for track and
field.

It's the pinnacle of a progression
that started for Hoddle in 1995
when he began coaching Paralympic
sprint champion Tony Volpentest,
who was born without hands and
feet.

He then coached Marlon Shirley,
a sprint and long jump world-
record holder who became the first
leg amputee to run a sub-11-second
100 meters, and high jumper Jeff
Skiba, who has set a world record
of 6 feet, l.1 inches with a
orosthetic les.
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a spnnt ano long Jump '
record holder who became the first
leg amputee to run a sub-11-second
100 meters, and high jumper Jeff
Skiba, who has set a world record
of 6 feet, lL inches with a
prosthetic leg.' "We all have the same in-born
competitive natures," Hoddle said.
"You hear them say the same things:
I want to be the best. I want to
represent my country. You train off
the same energy systems you would
with an able-bodied athlete.The one
thing I will do is usually put an
amputee in the swimming pool to
train one day a week to get the stress
off their stump."

Hoddle's experiences have led him
into motivational speaking, and he
conducts something of a personal
outreach program as
coach/counselor for amputees who
may not be looking for competitive
outlets ... just a sense of how much
mobility they can regain, and how
best to go about it.

Last week, Hoddle visited with a
shark-attack amputee, gave him a
USA Paralympic shirt, and talked to
him about his recovery. He's worked
with policeman Tim Griffith, who
lost a leg in an accident, teaching him
to run.

And, sadly, he's gaining more
"recruits" as a result of the war.

He recently traveled to California
to conduct a seminar for 22
servicemen who lost limbs in Iraq.

"The first thing I did was pop in
videos of Tony and Marlon and Jeff
so they could see what's possible,"
Hoddle said. "For them, it's a
redirection of the thought process: I
lost my leg, now what? This gives
them something to think about and
maybe work toward."

He told them about Volpentest
'"who was born without hands and
feet but still found a way to compete
... that's an inspiring story to tell
people," Hoddle said.

And he told them about Shirley,
whose leg was chewed off in a lawn
'mower accident at age 5.

"Marlon always says that
everybody has some type of disabili-
ty," Hoddle said. "And whatever
you've got, you can find some way to

Boling
Continued from C1

overcome it."
Some of the disabled veter-

ans, Hoddle said, have already
committed to start training with
him toward future ParalymPics
Games.

"These guys tell me their sto-
ries and it's even more meaning-
ful to me," Hoddle said. "These
guys are real heroes; they'Il have
a great message to share with
people through their comPeti-
tion. These guys have reallY
touched my heart."

Flnddlc leaves Thrrrsdav for

Washington, D.C., to start the
credentialing process, and then
heads to Athens for several
days of trai:'rirrg before the
Games.

A special, personal focus for
Hoddie is the development of re-
search to fight ilabetes.

"My son, AnJreW Phil Lon-
borg, head track coach at River
Ridge, and Don fakovich, one of
my teaching colbagues at Chi-
nook, all have ditretes." Hoddle
said. "Some diabetcs have ampu-
tations later in lifE I want to do
everything I can inthis position
to draw attention tr diabetes re-
search."

Hoddle speaks wih the voice
of a coach- a motivaor end his

enthusiasm is infectious. And you
can sense that he's not exaggerat-
ing when he promises to cry every
time the American flag is raised
in Athens.

Because he's'seen how far
some of these athletes have trav-
eled to reach that podium. And
what they've proven to him is a
message worth sharing

"What have I learned?" he re-
sponded to a question of the
meaning of these competitions.
"That there's no doubt in my
mind that the human spirit can
prevail."
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